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INCURABLE PHYSICIAN. An Autobiography by Walter C. Alvarez, M.D. (Pp. 274;
illustrated. 25s.) Kingswood, Surrey: The World's Work (1913) Ltd.,-1964.
THIS interesting book starts with the author's experiences as a hospital intern in the San
Francisco earthquake of 1906. It records the author's by no means placid life in the most
exciting and formative years of American life and medicine up to the present day. It is
an intensely personal account with good stories and strongly expressed, but mostly charitable
views, on people and places and trends which have contributed much to American medicine.
Though he gained world-wide fame as an investigator in gastro-enterology, Dr. Alvarez was
primarily a very shrewd physician and early appreciated the influence of the emotions and
anxiety in illness. He is forthright in his criticism of psychoanalysis and its practitioners
and has little use for organised religion, but surgeons and other practitioners do not escape
occasional anecdotes which expose their foibles and failings, and there is no pretence that
all practitioners are devoted to high ideals. At times the author may annoy the reader,
but he is a very capable and skilful writer and moves swiftly and easily from subject to
subject.
He has written a most readable book for the interested general reader as well as for the
physician.
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